





AS 


BPs ee ‘4 
em 


























THE 
CHRISTIAN WESSANGQELR. 
VOL. Iv | skrun Bay, novensin 21, 1818. no. 3. 








EDITED AND PUBLISHED BY JOSHUA T. RUSSELL. 


Ee 











RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
FOREIGN, 
REPORT 
Of the Directors of the twenty-fourth General Meeting of the Mis- 
sionary Society of London, May 14, 1818. 
(Continued from page 21, vol. 4.) 


MAKOON’S KRAAL, &c. 
Mr. Campbell having given the people of Malapeetzee and Ma- 


_koon’s kraal reason to expect that missionaries would be sent them, 


one of the brethren determined, as soon as possible after arriving 
at Lattakoo, to pay them a visit. It appeared, that the Corannas 
had left Malapeetzee, and removed to the Matslakoo river. The 
missionary was received with open arms, and the people immedi- 
ately flocked to hear the word. They declared that they had wait- 
ed impatiently for the fulfilment of the promise made them four 
years ago; that they had tried to live without the word of God, but 
found it impossible; and insisted upon the missionary continuing 
with them; they had heard, they said, that the word was going to 
every nation, and they were afraid of being too late. The mission- 
ary could not possibly stay with them, but promised to send a 
preacher very shortly. 

Makoon a'so was most earnestly desirous that the missionary who 
visited them from Lattakoo should abide with them; which bein 
impracticable, they were rejoiced when Cupido agreed to stay with 
them. One of the chiefs appears to be a man of prayer, and wor- 
ships God deveutly with his family; and such was his attachment 
to the word, that he had resolved to accompany the missionary to 
Lattakoo, but was providentiaily hindered. Cupido was, by so- 
lemn prayer, separated to the work at this station, and it is hoped 
he will become the instrument of much good. Thus far the society 
has endeavoured to fu!fil the promise made to these poor heathen, 


that missionaries should be sent to preach to them the word of life. 


BETHANY. 


(In Namaqualand, about two days journey north of the Great river) 


By a ietter from Mr. Schmelen, dated 10th March, 1817, we are 

informed, that on his return from the Cape, whither he had been 

on “au he learned on the road that he should not be able im- 
OL. IY. 8 
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mediately to proceed to his distant station, in consequence of the 
want of water for his oxen, which were wearied out; he therefore 
wrote to his people at Bethany to send! more oxen, to help him on- 
ward. In the mean time he proceeded to Pella, to settle the affairs 
of the mission there. 
At the p'ace from which he writes, formerly called Byzondermeid 
but now Steinkopif, he informs us, that there is among the people a 
eneral desire to hear the word, and that a praying spirit prevails 
among them; a place of worship is built. and service regularly per- 
formed, morning and evening. But of the state of the mussion at 
Bethany, we have not received any part:culars.* 
: JERUSALEM, 
(Formerly called Peace Mountain, and Africaner’s Kraal.) 
Mr. Ebner, who resides at this station, informs us, that about 400 
people attend the place of worship, which is now too small for the 
accommodation of all who wish to hear. ‘Since Lcame,”’ says Mr. 
Ebner, “to Africaner’s kraal, which | have named Jerusalem, I 
have baptised forty persons, converts, and their children, and mar- 
ried about forty couple. I have received one hundred Bibles and 
one hundred Testaments from the British and Foreign Bible Socie- 
ty, for the use of those who can read the Dutch language.” He re- 
ports several instances of the converting grace of God, and says, 
that the converts continue to be much attached to the gospel, and 
to himself as their teacher; and that they maintain among them- 
selves social meetings for prayer aud conference, inwhich they ex- 
ress their religious views and feelings with remarkable animation. 
Civilization, which always accompanies the introduction of the 
ospel, is also making progress. Mr. Ebner has introduced pota- 
toes, and other useful vegetables, which prosper beyond his expec- 
tations he speaks also favourably of the crops of corn, and rejoices 
in hope, that the natives will soon reap abundant advantage from 
the increase of the comforts of life among them, as wellas from the 
superior blessings of the gospel grace: and thus is presented to the 
world another proof of the truth of what one of the missionaries be- 
fore asserted, that ‘tin Africa the Bibie and the piough go together.” 
QO. a review of the state of our missions in Africa, we find occa- 
sion tosing both “of mercy and of judgment.”? With grief we have 
heard of the lamentable fall of one of our missionaries into immor- 
ality, and learn, at the same time, of a few instances of less flagrant 
misconduct in others; but the feelings excited by this afflictive in- 
telligence, have since been alleviated by intimations of repentance 
on the part of the offenders, which it is hoped will be followed by 


* On his journey Mr. Schmelen met a Namaqua chief, who was going 
to the Cape, there, if possible, to procure a missionary for his people, 
when Mr. Shaw, of the Wesleven connexion, who had resided some time 
at Cape Town, and was travelling with Mr, Schmelen, agreed to accom- 
pany that chief to the place of his residence, (Camies Mountain) and 


* 
f 


abide with the people, which he accordingly did; and we gladly learn ‘ 


that his prospects are very pleasing. 
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satisfactory evidence of its reality. It has, consequently, been the 
painful duty of the directors to mark their detestation of the faults 
committed, in such a way as will, it is hoped. maintain the honour 
of the cause, and prove an admonition to others. ‘They also trust, 
that some irregularities in the management of our affairs in that 
part of the world, will be fully remedied by the wisdom and pru- 
dence of the deputation, which they hope soon to send to Africa. 

When we consider the numerous perils and strong temptations 
to which our missionary brethren in Africa are exposed, we cannot 
but recommend them-to the constant and fervent prayers of all the 
members of the society. Let them not be forgotten in your daily 
supplications; they greatly need them; they earnestly entre..t them. 
O! pray that God may keep them, by his mighty power, through 
faith, unto salvation! 


MALTA. 

Mr. Lowndes, who arrived in Malta in November, 1816, has 
continued there, as at first proposed, for the purpose of acquiring 
the Italian and modern Greek ianguages. While thus employed, 
he has embraced every opportunity of preaching the gospel, and, 
we have reason to think, not in vain. Several persons appear to 
have derived solid advantage from his ministry; and he is very de- 
sirous that when he leaves Malta for the Greek islands, another 
minister from England may fill his place. dt is probable, that he 
will soon be enabled to proceed to Corfu or Zante, to pursue the 
original object of his mission—the revival of pare religion in Greece 
and in the Greek isiands. The directors intend soon to send ano- 
ther missionary to Malta. 


' BAVARIA, 


It must afford to every friend of religious liberty great pleasure, 
to learn that the new constitution for this country is distingu shed 
by its liberality, and, as stated in the preamble, granting to the peo- 

le liberty of conscience, with a scrupulous distinction between 
what belongs to the state and what to the church; liberty of opinion 
(but guarded against abuse,) and what is more remarkable, an equal 
right to all native subjects to every rank in the publick service. and 
to all the distinctions due to merit; equality of laws and of citizens 
under the law; impartiality and prompt tude in the administration 
of justice, &c. 

That such a constitution should be enjoyed by a country contain- 
ing, we suppose, two millions of inhabitants, and in which the Ro- 
man catholick religion has long predominated, must afford gratifi- 
cation to all benevolent :ninds. 


GREENLAND. 
Ever since the year 1734, the Moravian brethren have had mis- 
sionaries resident in this inhospitable clime, who have laboured, 
amidst difficulties unimaginable, and with great success, for the 
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conversion of the heathen to christianity, avd for their civilization, 
and the amelioration of their temporal! circumstances. Nearly the 
whole population of Greenland is christian. On account of the 
disproportioned deaths among the men, from innumerable dangers 
on sea and on shore, in seeking food for their families, Greenland 
is, more than any other country, perhaps, a land of widows and fa- 
therless children, ‘These are frequently reduced to the uttermost 
distress, having none to care for them, and being unable to gain 
subsistence. The Moravian missionaries are themselves too scan- 
tily and too precariously furnished with the necessaries of life to 
afford much reliefs indeed it may be said, that they afford none 
without dividing their own bread and raiment with these destitute 
creatures. ‘The following extracts of letters from Greenland, will 
furnish our readers with a knowledve of the circumstances of these 
missions, in the most compendious and impressive form. Brother 
Conrade Kleinschmidt writes thus to the Rev. C. F. Ramftler: 

“Having fer some days been occupied with various heavy and 
distressing considerations, on account of the excessive indigence of 
many of our widows and orphans, whereby a continually Increasing 
load of anxiety devolves upon us, their teachers, a thought sudden- 
ly came into my mind, which immediately cheered and comforted 
me in some degree, though it referred to a still uncertain futurity. 
Twill communicate it to you, dearest brother! As this (Lichtenau) 
is the most numerous congregation of believing Greenlanders, it is 
easily to be conceived, that we have many poor widows and or- 
phans, whose providers have either died a natural death, or what is 
very frequent, have lost their lives at sea, when in pursuit of a live- 
hihood. 

«Having no fund for the assistance of the desolate and the father- 
less, the burden falls upon us; but where have we the money for it? 
Certainly it is very hard to see such objects of compassion without 
relieving them, and to shut up our bowels against their entreaties. 

The only remedy, therefore, is to sell. from time to time, our own 
allowance of coffee to the Danish tra ders, though this coffee is only 
meant for the supply of our personal wants, and those of our fami- 
lies. By the produce of this sale we procure tobacco for the relief 
of the needy; for this article is as the current coin of the country, 
with which they may purchase food, and skins for raiment. As 
neither | nor my family make any use of tobacco, from our allow- 


ance, within a short time, I have bought tobacco to the amount of 


seven dollars and a half, which was presently consumed.” 
( Lo be concluded. ) 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


—_—— 


SPEECH OF THE REV. RALPH WARDLAW, SECRETARY OF THE 
GLASGOW BIBLE SOCIETY, 
It the annual meeting in May last. 


If, my lord, fifteen years ago, any man had ventured to stake the 
ovedit of his prophetick sagacity on the prediction, that so soon after 
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a society should exist, spending at the rate of fourscore thousand 
pounds a year in the distribution of the holy scriptures alone, and 
surrounded by auxiliary societies formed upon the same model. he 
would have been scouted as an enthus’ ‘astick visionary; and while we 
might have smiled at the good man’s sanguine expectations, our 

smiles would have been followed by a sigh “of regret, that antici 
tions so delightful should only be a dream. Vet, my lord, the 
dream has been realized; the vision, converted into a reality; and 
our minds are become so familiar witn that which we shouvid then 
have regarded as utopian and visionary, that we have almost ceased 
to wonder at its astonishing details. If any thing could have im- 

ressed our minds with a deeper astonishment, it “must have been, 
that such a society should ever meet with opposition. But, my lord, 
I consider the cause of the Bible society as the cause of God all 
truth, and that ail opposition to it, is like the force of floating feath- 
ers against the rock of the ocean. It has happened to this society, 
asit has happened to christianity itself: the opposition of its eue- 
mies has called forth the zea!, the talents. the arguinentative elo- 
quence of its friends; and every fresh assault has only confirmed 
its stability, and brought forth its righteousness as the light, and its 
judgment asthe noon-day. Yet, this tree of life,in which there is 
food for all. and the leaves of which are for the healing of the na- 
tions, has only struck its roots the deeper, by the blasts by which it 
has been assailed; it has extended its branches the more widely, and 
been covered with the more abundant fruits of salvation for man- 
kind; and amidst all the blasts brought upon it, not a leaf of its 
lovely foliage has been given t. the wind. Then, my lord, when I 
consider the object of this society, and bow dear that ‘object must be 
to the God of the Bible, that God who doth marvellous things, Ldo 
not feel that I am presuimptuous, in applyiug to this institution the 
language of ancient inspiration: * Wien thou passest through the 
waters, [ will be with thee: and through the Bre t! hough shalt not be 
burned; neither shall the Hames kindle upon the e.”” ) the midst of 
all the assaults that can be made on this society, we may sit down 
and sing Martin Luther’s psalm, **God is our refuge aad stret ngth,” 
and possess eur souls in tranquillity and perfect peace 

My lord, I consider the British and Foreign Bible Society, as 
having weented from infidelity two of its favourite sarcasms and 
reproaches, which it has cast upon christians. ‘he first | allude 
to, is, the reproach of supineness and indiference among christians, 
with regard to that Bible which they profess to believe. Well 
might the infidel be astonished, and wel! might he sneer at chris- 
tians who professed to believe it, and yet see: med to show se little 
concern about diffusing the knowledge of that book, which they 
profess to regard as the book of God; and the knowledge of which 
they conceive to be connected with the eternal well- being of theis 
fellow creatures. But, my lord, that reproach is now rolling away, 
and infidels must see, that christians are in earnest about the Bible. 
May we all show the most anxious and increasing zeal to diffuse 
the knowledge of it through the earth! 
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The other reproach L allude to, my lord, is the reproach of alien- 
ation and discord among the friends of the Bible. Certainly, this 
society has contributed most extensively to take from infidelity this 
topick of reproach. Ispeak for Scotland, when I say, that this so- 
ciety has materially changed the appearance of christian society 
there. Multitudes have met, that never met before, and have won- 
dered how they could agree so well. They have looked one ano- 
ther in the face: have embraced one another in the arms of peace, 
alfection and love; and joined hand and heart in the diffusion of 
that Bible, which is the charter of our spiritual liberties, the bond 
of our social nnion, and the ground of our hopes for eternity. 

No feature of the present times strikes me as more interesting, 
than the fact, that the zeal of christians to eve the Bible, is so re- 
markab!y meeting, throughout the whole world, with a zealous de- 
sire to receive it. And that desire to receive it, appears to spring 
from a principle of want. 

There seems to be a general feeling getting abroad in the world, 
of the unsatisfactoriness and emptiness of the idolatry and super- 
stition of paganism. There seems to be an agitated state of mind, 
as if the whole world was saving, “herewith shall | come before 
the Lord, and bow myself before the most high God.” Whatever 
be the distress of man. it is distress which the Bible relieves. It is 
sent to men, whether savage or civilized, to men in every conceiv- 
abie condition. whatever be their wants, whatever their distresses, 
whatever their necessities. Now whence has come this solace for 
ali the woes of men, and this relief for all their fears, and especi- 
a'ly in reference to the prospects which lie before them in a future 
world? Whence has it come, but from Him who has adapted his 
gospel to our necessities? As it is appointed unto men once to 
die, and after death the judgment: so Christ was once offered, to 
bear the sins of many; and to them that look for him, he shall 
come the second time, without sin, unto salvation.” I look upon 
the present assembly, my lord. as the celebration of the triumphs of 
this society. And it isaday, ! confess, to which I have looked for- 
ward with longing delight. | consider it as the celebration of the 
past triumphs of this society, as well as the happy anticipation of 
whatis yet. through the biessing of Heaven, to accomplish. — I can- 
not help viewing our present meeting, as a kind of annua! festival, 
he!d upon the summitofa mountain We come up with our hearts 
glowing with mutual love, and we meet at the top with shouts of 
Joy and praise. Here we rear our altar to Gods here we plight our 
common fie: ty to the cause of the Bible. From this elevation we 
Cast an eye alivad upon the perishing world, upon the millions of 
our fellow creatures yet destitute of the Bible, who are “living 
witout God, ad without Christ. a.d without hope in the world.” 
Here we raise our signal to the surrounding nations, and we in- 
Scribe upon it, “Glory to God in the highest, on earth peace, and 
good will to men:” while it is seen and hailed with rapturous de- 
lig t irom afar, it is communicated trom pole to pole with the rapid- 
ity of lightning, aud “distaut mountains catch the flying joy.” 
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Let me just advert, my lord, to the grand principle of this soc1- 
ety, to circulate the Bible without note or ec: mment. I rejoice in 
this principles but it involves another, a princ’ ole which every pro- 
testant should be forward to avow—that the Bible itself i« able to 
make men wise unto salvation. through faith which is in Christ Je- 
sus. I rejoice in this principle too, becanse if is an article that ties 
together all the Bible societies, and auxiliary societies. and branch 
societies, and associations, in Britain an.! Europe. and througrent 
the world. If you trench upon this sacred principle, my lord. vou 
destroy the blessed charm that binds the whole together. If you 
trench upon this sacred principle. you overthrow our altars. which 
we have erected to the Gol of the Bible. You silence our shouts of 
praise: we must then descend to our resoective settlements, with 
hearts deeply grieved, and inscribe on our society, “Ichabod;” the 
glory is departed: the glory is departed from Britain, for the Bible 
Society isno more. When [say so, my lord. Ido not use language 
stronger than expresses the feelings of my mind: for I do consider 
the British and Foreign Bible Society. as one of the principal gio- 
ries of the age in which we live, and of the natron to which we be- 
long. I consider ‘t as «he by rhtest gemin the dradem of Britain. 


; 


as the most brilliant ray in the glory that encircles her head. My 
lord, if you keep sacred!y to the pri — ist aiverted to. [ think 
J may pledg ge mvyse'f for Caledonia vd | hone there is nota 


North Briton, who will not join his ead in the pierize I pledgex 


myself she will utter her voice, and lift ep ver hands on hugh. in 
behalf of the Bible Society. She will do more than this: she will 
open her treasures, and present her gifts, not of frankincense and 
myrrh, for these her soti does net yreld: vet. my lord, her sens are 
distinguished for the faculty which. by asert of Midas-touch, turns 
every thing to gals and of that gold, the British and Foals Bibie 


Society shall never want its dae proportion. 
> - aS -—— 


FROM THE MONTHLY EXTRACTS OF CORRESPONDENCE OF THE 
BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLES SOCIETY~—atrGousT, [515. 
From the Sixth Report of the Blackheath ducciliary Bible Society. 
May 17, 1817. 
From the returns which have been made to them, the committee 
of the Greenwich Association have new to report, that 779 families, 
comprising 2554 persons, have been visited, of whom 1898 can, and 
656 cannot read. In this popuiation, 505 copies of the sacred serip- 
tures were found, and 549 copies are immediately desired; towards 
the procuring of which, 270 persons have offered to sudscride sums, 
amounting to Il, 12s. Gd. per week. ‘Phe sad-committee, however, 
confidently believe, that the existiag demand for th ages vo- 
lume is very considerably under-rated, and that, eveotuall t 
will appear, that the la! yourers who may undertake the dist: betsee, 
will find more uncultivated ground than is at preseat supposed to 
exist. 
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It is now ascertained, that, after the Blackheath Auxiliary Bible 
Society has been instituted more than five years, there remain, in 
two populous parishes, 1 the centre of its operations, at least two 
thousand persons who do not possess among them a single copy of 
the holy scriptures. 

The orderly and peaceable behaviour of the poor in this populous 
vicinity, in a season of peculiar difficulty, nay, your committee 
have no doubt, be ascribed, in a great measure, to the increase of 
moral feeling. and of “that righteousness which exalteth a nation,’’ 
as promoted by the liberal circulation of the scriptures. 

From the Fifth Annual Report of the Committee of the Henly 

Ausiliary Bible Society. 
OcTosBErR 8, 1817. 

Your committee cannot refuse adding two or three extracts from 
the reports of some of the district committees, respecting the influ- 
ence o/ these institution, under the management of 148 ladies, going 
about doing goods; and by whose kindness it is fairly calculated, not 
less than 1000 visits are, upon an average, paid to the cottages of the 

oor nearly every week. Upon sucha system, it is scarcely possi- 
ble that the real circumstances of the poor should remain unknown: 
and it is equally improbable, that those who are thus employed in 
weekly visits of mercy, to furnish the bread and water of life to the 
hungry and thirsty soul. should be unmindful of the various wants 
of the poor in reference to their temporal ci:cumstances. Indeed 
if these were the only benefits of Bible associations, they would well 
deserve the support and encouragement of every well wisher to the 
happiness of the labouring classes of society; but these are only the 
lesser fruits. 

A poor boy, who had been known and marked as an idle and 
wicked boy, the corrupter of his companions, and the trouble of his 
master and friends, was present at one of these meetings, and was 
induced to become a subscriber fora Bible. From this time, an evi- 
dent change was observed in his conduct; at length he got his Bi- 
ble; and the effect of his reading it was, that he became an example 
of industry, and that his whole character was greatly improved. 
This new course he has for a tong time kept, and gained the entire 
respect of his employer. He lately subscribed for a pocket Testa- 
ment, and gave as his reason. that he could not carry his Bible 
about with him, and that he had many leisure minutes in a day, in 
which he could read if he had a Testament with him. Norcan 
your committee omit to notice, that in one district of your socrety, 
thirty-six copies of the sacred scriptures have been received by hands 
which had never previously handled, and perused by eyes which had 
never before beheld, the lively oracles of God. 


From a correspondent in Ireland, June 22, 1818. 


_ Tam happy to have to inform you of the pleasing prospect this 
town end its neighbourhood affurd. The Bibles and Testaments 
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you gave me for distribution, among such of my neighbours and ac- 
quaintances as cold not easily procure them, have already proved 
a great blessing; for their circulation throvch the different it 
has. through the divine blessing, been the happy means of exciting 
many to read the sacred word, who, in all human probability, » ould 
have remained in ignorance of themselves and of their Creator. 
‘The Sabbath day now becomes truly a delightful scene: the serip- 
tures being read in the different families, and all who can go out to 
hear them publickly read, assembling together for that purpose. 
And besides these meetings for reading the scriptures, we have also, 
in my place, a great number of young women who attend, under 
the direction of some ladies, who hear them read and repeat their 
tasks, which these adults do with the greatest simpl city, and mani- 
fest the strongest desire for religious improvement. On last Sab 
bath we had 58, most of whom repeated their scripture tasks. great- 
ly to the satisfaction of the ladies whoattended. ‘This has causeda 
very great demand for Testaments. 


F:;om the Rev. Dr. Paterson. 


St. Pererspurc, Aprit. 1818. 

We had a most interesting meeting of committee. Onur new Ras- 
sian Greek Metropolitan was present, and aiso the Metropolitan of 
the Roman catholick church, besides several others of high rank, 
both clergy and laity. It appears. that we have now more than 120 
Bible societies in Russia, including Bible associations. The letters 
from them, and from their correspondents, were numerous an# in- 
teresting in the highest degree. Among others, a number of letters 
from Russian peasants were read, which excited much feeling, and 
showed that they had not read in vain the Bible furnished by the 
society. All tended to prove. that the word of the Lord has free 
course, and is glorified in Russia. This vast empire is rapidly ad- 
vancing in religious knowledge. This will be much hastened b 
the appointment of the learned, pious. zealous. and !:beral Michael, 
to be metropolitan. and head of the holy synod. He is our friend, 
from conviction. His eyes beamed with jov, when your account of 
your last anniversary meeting was read. Several undertakings 
were proposed and agreed to. Among others, it was resolved to 
print 5000 copies of the Turkish Armenian New Testament. 

I am using my utmost endeavours to get the modern Russian and 
Mongolian put to the press: Matthew and John are already trans- 
‘ated in the latter. and will be printed in one volume. 

The translation of the New Testament in the Siberian Tartar di- 
alect, is also finished. Three other translations are preparing in 
different Finnish dialects, spoken in Russian Siberia. I shal! seon 
send you a number of editions which have left the press since last 
Autumn. 

(To be continued.) 
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METHODIST MISSION IN HAYTI. 
h ase 
_§ FROM THE LONDON METHODIST MAGAZINE. 
| Extract of a letter from Mr. John Brown, dated Port-au-Prince, 
March 11, 1818. 


The clear and scriptural manner in which the members of our so- 
ciety speak their experience, would not disgrace persons of their 
rank in England. Last Monday evening, toa young man who told 

us he experienced mach happiness, I said, suppose I were to ask 

you this question: you tell me you experience much happiness, but 
ig is the cause thereof, and whence does it proceed, what answer 
| would you give me? THe amply replied, I believe that God has par- 
doned my sins, for the sake of Jesus Christ” To an elderly wo- 
man, who professed to be happy. [ proposed in substance the same 
question She answered, “God has given me to see the greatness 
of my sins, but he has had mercy on me, and pardoned them, and I 
believe he wil] keep ma to my life’send.’’ This woman wasa slave 

before the revolution, and has advanced to svilables of three letters 
in our Sunday school. Another young man, who for several weeks 
has spoken satisfactorily of his acceptance with God, told us. that 
he saw the vanity of woridly things, and was happily delivered from 

his former entanglements; that he was determined to trample the 

world under his feet, and to cleave to the service of God unto his 
latest moment. I said, you certainly have undertaken a very great 

and important work,. what hope ha ive you that you shall be able to 

accomplish it, and from whence do you expect assistance? He re- 

plied, “from God.” I select these instances, not as rare, but re- 
cent: thank God, we witness such every time we meet. Pierre 

Bremond, the chanter, whom we have mentioned in former letters, 

reads his Bible diligently. IL cannot help admiring the heaven!y 

wisdom he derives from it. He manifests great zeal in conversing 
with people on religion, and boldly attacks “the two reigning sins of 

. “ the country, s sabbath-breaking and concubinage. Nor does he fail 
| to bring against them not only the authority of God’s word and our 
sermons, but of the Roman catholick church also. Jean Baptiste, 
diab a young black man of about twenty-one, also studies his Bible. 
i Be | He has been exposed to persecution, but has hitherto remained un- 
4 moved. His occupation, that of a land-measurer, causes him to be 
much in the country, and in diiferent places; he pleads: the cause 
p c religion where he goes, and recently has begun te give a word 
ck) ae exhortation on the estates where he couid collect the cultivators. 
* ey Ww e have some hopes that in the issue he may prove the forerunner 
| iH . of the Messiah, in the desert of the republick of Hayti. Our pray- 
ne 
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er books are very much admired: our hymn books also, Unhappily, 


soners in England, are all our store. A young woman begged the 

| loan of one; in five weeks she returned it, having transcribed ev ery 
verse it contains. I have seen her copy. 

On Saturdays and Sundays, the market days, companies of coun- 

try people, both from the mountains and plains, five or six, or more 


i 
four copies of the Holy Bible, printed for the use of the French pri- 
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in a company, visit us to converse with us. They show us their 
crucified rosaries, reliques, &c. and ask our opinion concerting 
them, (it become pretty generaily known that we cry down these 
things ) and some with the utmost si: mp! Ta ity and annarent docilitr 
confess their ignorance, and ask us what they should do. This a& 
fords us a good opportunity of instructing th ‘mT. and vIVINZ th re 
who can read, religious tracts: ‘and I ~e obs served with pleasure 
the big tear roll down their sable cheeks, whilst [ have been expa- 
tiating on the great Jove of God in ree a his Son to «ave them. 
What they learn, I believe they do not conceal. Our Saterday 
evening congregation is generally swelle : by a tram of country 


people; and las t Sur ie lay I réemat ked severa! pr esent. 9 th at rri- 
ingand evening service. A fe: w wee 2ks aco, a man from a retired 
spot, far upin the mountains, who in case of necessity fills the fuac- 


tions of a priest. in burying the dead and chanting mass for their 
departed souls, &c. came to our house, bringing with him a Dene 
crucifix. and a rol! of papers c taining t the eo pret ires of his tutelary 
saints, &c. expressly, as he said. to ask my opinion of them. and te 
receive instructions. [ entered fully into ‘the subj-ct with bim. and 
he promised to relinquish his dumb idols. Saturday gone a week, 
an old man came from Grand Fond, a !ong half day's journe 
ing no other errand to Port-au-Prince but to see us. and be instruct- 
ed. He told us that his son having had of usa New Testament and 
a religious tract, is in the habit of collecting his neizhbours tog 
every Friday and Sunday, and reading tot vem. This old man staid 
till Monday morning, and attended publick service three times. 
Mons. Pierre Bremond feli in with him at the morning Sabbath 
school. [had retired to put together a few thoughts 5 fos a sermon, 
and overheard their conversation without interrupting It. Brotuer 
P. began with insisting on the necessity of kee -ping hors the Sabbath. 
The old man drew from his pocket a crucifix, » hich he had been in 
the habit of wearing suspended at nis | neck, and told him what I 
had said of it the day before. Mr. P. replied, what I had said was 
the word of God. He then descanted on the terrifick manner ia 
which God announced the law te Moses. repeated the com mele 
ments in verge, returned to the a eniarged Upoa it, ane 
brought it home, by showing “Ga:l’s indignation against ude 
manifested by the punishment inflicted on the ¢ laren f Israel, 
when they w ‘orshipped the go'den ca'f. The conversation lasted, 
I suppose, half an hour. His animated and natura! eloquence, the 
simplicity in which the Creo le spoke, tegether with the strikrng 
manner in which he appli sed seri ipture history, affected me so, that I 
could not refrain from sheddi: ag te ars, especially when | considered 
that this advocate for the law of his God, has been raised ap asa 
seal to our missionary labours. Woholst he was talking te the old 
man about his crucifix, a cou ntry woman, 0 ho was listening. ex- 
claimed, Jettex le donc! Jetiez ie donc! Throw it cwex’ Threw ft 
away! , 

The existence of a piece of what [ take te be African idolatry, 
viz. the worship of a serpent, which the Creoles cail Couleerre, ts 
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what I was slow to believe. But from good authority we have been 
informed, that an overlooker of an estate in the mountains, where 
this idolatry was practised, having heard preaching at our house, i 
returned home, demolished his idol, and resolves in future to wor Be 
ship the one only true God. 





——Ee— 
DOMESTICK. ‘ 
From the Religious Museum, edited by the Rev. Robert F. N. Smith, 4 
of Northumberland, ( Pa. ) a 


THE PRESBYTERY OF NORTHUMBERLAND, 


A MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


With great satisfaction we . itness the manner tn which the mis- 
sionary spirit is beginning to display itse tf in this region of coun- 
try. We hail itas the harbinger of heavenly blessings, of which we 
have hitherto had little experience, and hardly a steady conceptiun. 
Amongst the other efforts which are making, we are particularly 
happy in being able to announce to our readers, that the Presbytery 
of Northumber! and did, at its last meeting, on the 6th inst. unan- 
imously resolve to become a missionary society. ‘The first meeting 
of this society is to be held at Milton, on W ednesday next, the 2ist 
inst. for the purpose of adopting a constitution for its government. 
‘The presbytery ‘enjoined upon the ministerial! members to urge up- 
on their respective congregations, the importance of organizing mis- 
sionary asseciations in ‘aid of this institution. The presbytery ap- 

pointed the Rev. John Bryson, the Rev. Robert F. N. Simith, and 
De. George W. Brown, an elder in Sunbury congregation, a com- 
mitee to prepare and publish an address, inviting all the members 
of the presbyterian, Dutch reformed, and associate reformed church- 
es. in this regions to meet with them at the time and place above 
poet d, thatthey may unitedly prosecute the great objects of this 
sur eT; 
 tollowing is the address of the committee, to which we invite 
the serious attention of our readers: s 





Fo the Members of the Presbyterian, Reformed Dutch, and Associate 4 
Reformed Churches. 


ELOVED BRETHREN, 


Ct 


You belong te churches of Christ, professing principles which, * 
accord:ng to the obvious import of our ecclesiastical standards, are ‘ 
radically tne same. Two of the churches to which you belong hold 4 
the same con! fessions oj faith and catechisms, viz. the Westminster S. 


assembiy’s. The third, in holding the Heidelbergh catechism, gives 
evidence that it ditt ers from the others j In 0 important point. We 
rejoice, iv common with our brethren, that the walls of partition are 4 
tottering, aud v. will soon fall. We congratulate you, and felicitate a 
ourselves, that our churches have lateiy given a decisive pledge of 
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future amity, in having projec ted and organized, under the patron- 
ave of their three highest ecclesiastical tribunals, “Tue Usitrey 
Fonvicn Missionary Society,” which has recently gone itt 

ope ration in the city of New-Y i. The object of that institation 
is to proclaim the unsearchable riches of Christ in fore) en parts. 
Their attention will be directed first to the Indian tribes om our own 
borders; next to the inhabitants in the destitute regions of South 
America: and afterwards, a8 occasion may serve, to other parts of 
the heathen world. 

The presbytery of Northumberland. deeu!y and solemnly im- 
pressed with a sense of the awful responsit m lity attach ing to christ- 
ians, inregard to the great work of evange! zi ng the heathen. have 
determined to take decisive measures for satisfying. in this behalf, 
the obligations imposed upon them by the pe mnie | of the gospel 
‘Freely ye have received, freely give.” These words state. at once, 
the law of our Lord’s kingdom, and the reason upos which it is 
formed. Divine grace has distinguished us from the heathen, whe 
lie buried in all the ruins of man’s unhappy apestacy. Would any 
of us choose te revert to the state of our fathers, when they were 
without God, without Christ, and without hope in the wor! dj, and to 
be again enveloped in that dark mantle which enshrouded them? 
Would we willingly forego those advantages and blessings. which, 
through the influence of the christian religion, we nowenjov? Woa'd 
we exchange situations with the benighted children of neture? 
Would we give up the Bible, that chart of our most distinzuished 


priv! ilege, which publishes to us Jesus Christ. and in him full salwa- 
tion from Hell to Heaven? Would we relinquish those sacred ims*i- 
tutions and ordinances through which God the Father. in t ve bound- 
Jess plenitude of his grace and me rcy, offers himse'f to our em >race? 


Wouid we part with the cheering, joy-inspiring hope of fatwrity. so 
full of immortality, which the gospel reveais t faith? =f 

would not exchange conditions with the heathen, let us testifr 
proper sense of our privileges, by aie ae to extend them te thes 
who are destitute. et us commisserate their deplorable state. an 
give them that religion to which, by the grace of G od; we are inded 
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ed for all our elevation in civilization, and s ual comfort, and 
hope. In the good providence of God, a 5 fo ouradle opportunity is 
now presented to us, for combining our energi ies in giorifving the 
name of Jehovah. our ccvenant God, in advancing tre interests of 
the Redeemer’s kingdom upon earth, in promoting the saivat 7 
immortal souls new “perishing for jack of knowle dze, accessidle ta 
our christian enterprise, aod having the most mportant clams uper 
American philanthropy. The presbytery of Northemberiand, at 
their late meeting, became a .MVissionary Society. Une important 


object which they have in view, is, by becoming awti ary te Ge F 

reign Missionary Society, devoting their funds to its use te a certain 
extent, to assist in promoting the civilization and instractiea iz 
righteousness of our Indian neighbours. That society being wader 
the patronage of the three churches to which we Delong, aferds » 
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sufficient guarantee that the funds will be faithfully devoted; that 
they will not be diverted from their destined object, by being appli- 
ed to subserve any political object whatever, or advance any local, 
narrow interest of either of the denominations. Missionaries are 
to be taken indiscriminately from all the three charches; the princt- 
pal officers in this and all the auxiliary societies, will be members 
of the board of managers; and the three highest ecclesiastical tribu- 
nals of the churches will have, annually, inspection of their proceed- 
ings. ‘Thus there will be important checks to the abuse of power. 
All the funds received by our society, from the members of the 
Dutch Reformed and Associate Reformed churches, together with 
a competent proportion of those which may be derived from members 
of the presbyterian church, will be put at the disposal of that 
board, for the use of foreign missions. If any funds shall be applied 
to the use of domestick MIssiONs, they will be exclusively those 
which stall be obtained from members of our own body, unless the 
others shall atany time specially authorise a part of their contribu- 
tions to be so directed. 

If there be among us others, who, though they do not belong to 
either of our denominations, may feel disposed to favour our “de- 
sign, we will cheerfully meet them as brethren, gratefully receive 
their assistance, aod punctually and faithfully apply their charity. 

We would fain hope, that many of our brethren of the German 
Reformed church, holding the same principles of religion, and en- 
joying nearly the same form of church governinent with ourselves, 
will meet us, and become members of this interesting society. 

The society will meet at Milton, on the third “Ww ednesday i in this 
month, that is, on the twenty-first inst. for the purpose of adopting 
a constitution of government. We cordially, affectionately, and 
urgently invite the members of the three slurchen. and all others 
whose hearts may expand with benevolence towards the heathen, 
to meet us, at the place and time above specified, and join their 
charities with ours, and unite their energies with those which we 
hope to put forth in this great and good cause—for it is the cause of 
humanity, and the cause of God our Saviour—to whose favour we 
commend you and our undertaking, and to who.n let all ascribe the 
giory due unto his name! Ainen. 

JOHN BRYSON, 

ROBERT F. N. SMITH, 

GEORGE W. BROWN. 
} —2+e— 

American Bible Society.—The vumber of auxiliaries to this Na- 
tiona! Institution officially known, is 167. Of these, there is 1 in 
the state of New- -Hampshire, 14 in Massachusetts, 3 in Vermont, 
9 in Connecticut. 57 in New York, 16 in New Jersey, 15 in Penn- 
Sylvania. 1 in De! aware, 2in Maryland, 1 in the District of Co- 
lumbia, 15 in Virginia. 3 in North Carolina, 5 in South Carolina, 
5 in a 13 in Ohio, : 4 in Kentucky, 2 in Tennessee, 1 in Lou- 
isiana, 1 in Missouri Territory, and t in Michigan Territory. 

Forty of the above are conducted by females. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


THE RELIEF. 

A clergyman of the state of New-York, not many years since, 
through the misapprehension of a leading member, was precipitately 
deprived of his pulpit, which involved a large family in necessity. 
At supper, the goed man has the pain of beholding the last morsel 
of bread placed upon the fable, without the least-means or prospect 
ofa supply for his children’s breakfast. His wife. full of erief, with 
her children, retired toher bed. The mivister chose to sit up and 
employ bis dark hours in prayer, and reading the promises of God. 
Some secret hope of supply pervaded his breast; but when, how, 
what, whence, or by whom, he knew not. He retired te rest. and 
in the morning appeared with his family,and perforined the duty of 
praver. It being the depth of winter, and a little fire upon the 
hearth; probably to keep the poor children’s expectations alive that 
breakfast should soon be enjoyed, he desired his wife to hang on 
the kettle, and spread the cloth upon the table. Tne kettle boiled; 
the children cried for bread—the afflicted father, standing before 
the fire. felt those emotions of heart unknown to those whose tables 
are replenished with affluence. While in this painful state, some 
one knocked at the door, entered. passed the compliments of the 
morning, and was about to leave the room, when he stepped back 
and delivered a letter into the minister’s hand. When the gentle- 
man was gone, the letter was ope: ed, and to the minister's astonish- 
ment, it contained a four pound bank bill, with a desire of accept- 
ance. So manifest an interposition of divine goodness, could not 
but be received with gratitude and joy; and should be a lesson to 
others to trust in tiat Saviour. who hath said. “Verily thou shalt be 
fed.”” Psalm xxxviil. $8. “J will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” 
Heb. xii. 6. 

This remarkable occurrence being communicated to the editor, 
who. having an intimacy with the gentleman said to be the hand 
that offered the seasonable relief, was determined, the next time he 
made nim a visit, to introduce the subject, and, if possible, to know 
the reason that induced the generous action. The story was told— 
the gentleman discovered a modest blush, which evinced the ten- 
derness of his heart. On interrovation, he said, **he had frequently 
heard that minister. Ona certain morning he was disposed fer a 
walk; thought in the severity of the winter season a trifle might be 
of service, as fuel was high; felt a kind of necessity to inclose the 
money ina letter; went to the house, found the famuly adjusted as 
described, delivered the paper and retired; but knew not the ex- 
treme necessity of the minister and his family unti! this moment. 

The address made by the gentleman's aniable sister, present in 
the parlour, shall serve as an uuprovement of th.s narrative. “Bree 
ther, learn from this never to withhold your hand from relieving 
another, when you feel a dictate in your own breast; as this instance 
must convince you it was from God, and greater benefit conveyed 
than you ever intended to bestow.’ —*Go thon, and do likewise.” 
Luke x. 37. ' CA. Pack. Lab. 





+ “Sey 


8 
- 


> ee 
: ey t pees 





THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


FROM THE BOSTON INTELLIGENCER. 


The following Sacred Melody, was written by a Lady of Boston, 


and originally sung at the Oratorio performed by the Handel and 
Haydn Society. 


“GOD IS THERE,” 


In life’s gay spring, enchanting hours! 

When every path seems deck’d with flowers: 
When folly in her giddy round, 

Presents the cup with pleasure crown’d, 
When love, and joy, and young delight, 
Give to the moments rapid flights 

Toucn not the cup, avoid the suare— 
Where’er thou art think God is there! 


When manhgod treads with steps secure, 
Then mad ambition throws her lure; 
Behold! up glory’s dangerous steep, 
Where widows mourn and orphans weep, 
And laurels on the hero’s head, 

Are stain’d with blood a crimson red; 
Then, ere the battle’s rage you dare, 
Pause and reflect that God is there! 


When age, appreaching, warps the heart, 
And avarice plays his niggard parts 
When self-love every passion stills, 

Aad every finer impulse chills, 

When toa suffering brother’s cry 

It shuts the heart, tne ear, the eye, 
Think, ere you leave him to despair, 
God will avenge, for God is there! 


And thou who through life’s thorny road, 
Perplexed by care and sin has trod, 

Whose heart hath bled, whose eyes have wept, 
On pleasure’s couch, while others slept; 

Thou now on life’s remotest brink, 

Poor humble christian! do uot shrink; 

Though deep the flood, each doubt forbear, 
Strong to support, thy God is there! 





—— 
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